
A Builder and a Witch 

Once upon a time there was a bad Buider who didn’t know 

how to build houses. He went to a Witch’s place to fix the 

roof. But it didn’t come out right. When the Witch went 

home, the roof collapsed. It happened because the Witch 

slammed the door shut so hard that the screws fell off. The 

Witch used her magic powers to restore the house. The 

Builder got offended. The Witch was so angry that she had 

to rebuild the collapsed houses. The Builder got offended 

and started to pull down the Witch’s house. The Witch came 

home from the woods and saw that only the chicken legs and 

the stairs remained of the house. The Witch rebuilt her 

house in another place.  But the Builder found out where it 

was and destroyed it, too. The Witch put a spell on the 

Builder, so that he couldn’t build or thrash the houses any 

more. The Builder was very angry and went to the king to 

tell on the Witch. The king called a construction company 

and asked them to hire the Builder. He promised that the 

Builder would get his powers back when he drank a magic 

drink. The Builder went to a wizard.  But the wizard was not 



able to help him and after that the Builder went to a black 

witch. But the black witch also couldn’t take off the spell. 

Then the king had no other idea than to go to the same 

Witch and have the spell taken off. 

But the Witch didn’t want to take the spell off because she 

was still mad at the Builder. The Builder begged her and 

promised to bring her some herbs from the woods all year 

long. The Witch took the spell off and made him a better 

builder. The Builder had to rebuild all the houses that he 

had previously demolished. When the Witch had taken off 

the spell, the Builder announced that he had no intention of 

building new houses. The Builder took the Witch’s broom and 

flew away on it. The Witch, however, had an extra broom 

and she started to chase the Builder. But unfortunately the 

Witch had left her magic wand at home. The Witch 

promised not to harm the Builder but, in fact, she intended 

to put the Builder in jail. The Builder went with the Witch 

and the Witch threw him in a cellar but she forgot to lock 

the door. The Builder asked her: "Are you planning to do the 

same to me that you did to Hansel and Gretel - feed me until 



I’m fat and then eat me?".  The Witch answered: "Don’t be 

foolish!". When the Witch left, the Builder escaped and 

started to live in the woods together with the animals. The 

Builder gradually repaired the destroyed houses and the 

Witch noticed it and was happy about it. The Witch believed 

that the Builder had learned his lesson and considered him 

good now. They never met again but they sent letters to 

each other by pigeon post. If the Witch is still alive, she is 

still living in the house with chicken legs. And the Builder is 

still building houses. 
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